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[II. BackgToun4. The~omp1e.en~aTY responsibilities o'f ~he DOD
LnQ ~he DO~ set fOTth below aTe deTived fTom ~he A~omic EDeTfY
~ct of 1954, as amen4ed, and include undeTs~andings fTom CUTren~
agTeeme~~--pTincipally ~he 1953 AgTeemen~ Be~ween ~he Atomic
~nergy C.mmission and the DepaT~ment of Defense faT ~he Develop-
Dent, PToduc~ion, and Standardization of Atomic Weapons--and
preceden~ over more ~han three decades of agency workinl,arr~le-
Dents. .

. .
. ".

. .

IV. Conduc~ of Res'Pons!bili~ies
,

- A. The DOD and ~be DOE each has~responsibility for
fostering ~he technology base by conQuc~inl research and
pursuing ~he ~nves~iga~ioD of newt and if. 4ova~i ve concepts

~.' :'. for ~he weapons r8;3.ated app1~catihD of nuclear enerlY and
'. "'.. relat.ed .-tecbnololY.' .." . . r
: := ~:: . .:i ." ~ - .

;'. '-B!- 'The"' DOD is re;sponsible for determining ~he military
requiremen~s for, and ~he accep~ability of, nuclear,

. weapons ,nd for developing and producing delivery
systems. . .
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

AN~ THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY ON
OBJECTIVES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

OR JOINT NUCLEAR WEAPON ACTIVITIES.FOR

randum of understandine
en't of Defense

Departme~:t.
and 'Ob j ec.'t°

" .
" ,

-

.

each h.S f' responsibili ty for
base by onducting research and

on of new and if.iovative concepts
appl~.c..t1rD of nuclear eneTIY and i

.
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D. !he DOD and the DOE are jointly responsible for pTe-
paTina the Nuclear Weapons S~ockpile MemoTand~~ ~hrough
which ~he Pre.sident provides production consent and.
d1rect~on in accordance with ~he Atomic Ene~IY Act.

. .
.~

E. The oblil&tion of the DaD and the. DOE to Pyot
health and safety provides the basic pyesise for
agency jud,men1 and responsib:l1ty for safe~y. se
and control (S C) of nuclear weapons. This check
role shall continue. The DOD-aDd ~h. DOE share ~bili'ty to: . -
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irhe DOD and 'the DOE recognize the' eed
to mee~ national objectives and fu fill
affordable cos~. Accordinily. ~he DOD
the folloviDI actions: .

. .

A. . To t.he maximum extent possible

weapon acquisition programs within
sit1on process and provide t~~ DOE
this process--only when nuclear wel
involved--to ensure that mil~ j ary ]
objectives consider total wea on S)tradeoffs. .

'Ini"t"iat'i Yes.

.

.

.

2

tect public
dual-

ecurity
k-and-balance
the responsi-

Iden~ify and .resolve health and safety problems
connec~ed.v1th nuclear we~pons. In par~1cular.
the DOE has a con~inuing responsibility ~o par~i-
cipa~e with the DOD in.~he consideration of these
heal~h and ~fe~y problems for nuclear weapons inDaD cus~ody.- - . .

. .
Prevent u~authoriz8d use of a nuclear weapon
throuah the use of positive con~rol .easures. In
general, ~he DOD .s~ablisbes operational require-
ments and develops and implements procedures to
ensure con~rol of nuclear weapons while ~e DOE
develops control haTdvaTe fea~ures. The DOD and
the DOE jointly paT~iclpa~e in assessing-- theeffectiveness of control features. .

.

Determine the adequacy and effec~iv.ness of .

physical security measures and ~o coordinate
their efforts includinl exchaDling technical and
operati~1 da~a. Physical security--th. pre-
ven~ion of unauthor w ed access ~o nuclear weapons

and nuclear weapons arts--is primarily ~h.

responsibility of e Department havi~1 custody.. .

for fur~her cooperation
responsibilities at

and ~he DOE -tree ~o take

extent possible, coordinate nuclear
programs within the DOD system acqui-
provide t~~ DOE member participation in
when nuclear weapon acquisition 15

that ail.t}ary requirements and design
, total wea,on system ~ost/perfoTman~e

o'
I
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B. Couple aore closely the two Depart.ents' planninl,
programmina, and budgeting activities--by exchanliDI
relevant documents. jointly assessina resource i.pacts,
and coordinating dealings with the Office of Management
and Budget. ~he National Security Council, and t~e

,Congress--.to provide long-term nuclear v.apon stockpile
planning and efficient use of dev8lopaent and production
reso~r~es. ~.: . : - ...&,. .

- . - .. " '. . ,-'."

C. Jointly'.de.vote attenti'on to strenlthenlnl the Duclear
~eapon aDd nuclear effects technolOIY base and proYide
~imely communication of anticipated needs and techDolog-.-
ical opportunities., :.:-!'. .,.. ;..,. .'.:': .

-. , -.. ..'.. -. -.. ..' .-. ,

D. StreDithen. dual-aaency,:,.hilh-lev.el'o.versilht and
atten'tion. .to critical..areas o~ 1Dterest _such as ~be.
increasiDlly important ...ubj..c~ .of.. S2C of nuclear v.apons,
through measures whic~ include joint policy and proaram
review Iroups, when appropriate. . -, .

- .- '.. .' . - .. -. '. .. -.. w.. '.' -. ... -_.
VI. ImplemeDtation. ne -ODder. Secr.e.tary.of Defense for
Research aDd Eniineering, the Ass.i.stan~ to the Secre'tary of .

Defense (Atomic ,EDer.IY), .the Under Secretary of EDeray and the
Assistant Secr...tary ot'Energy for' Defense. Pr° f raas vill "responsible for impl.ementiDI. :the .ini'tiaU.e. - D Y.. .

.:' ".. ~-

VII. Effective Date. This MOU is eff.c~iYe when silD.. by
both DepartmeD~s. and it shall remain in effect until .odified
in WTiting ~on mutual agreement of the parties or unt1l .
terminated' by e;i'ther party upQnvritten Dotice to the other.. . '. ...,.. -. -..-- . . .
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